
A proven record of success in partnership with the graduate community

For nearly six decades, the GRE® General Test has played an important role in the graduate admissions process

•	 Administered continually since 1949

•	 Taken by more than 550,000 students in the 2006 testing year

•	 Delivers score reports to more than 3,100 graduate institutions annually

•	 Developed and administered by ETS, the world’s largest private nonprofit educational testing and  

measurement organization and a leader in education research

•	 Ongoing development of the GRE testing program is facilitated by the GRE Board, whose members include 

graduate deans appointed by the Association of Graduate Schools and the Council of Graduate Schools

Provides the information you need to carefully evaluate your applicants 
•	 Measures skills that faculty and graduate deans have identified as essential to graduate school success, 

including verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, critical thinking and analytical writing

•	 Provides the only common measures of these skills for comparing the qualifications of applicants from different 

educational backgrounds and countries of origin

•	 Furnishes independent information to supplement the evaluation of grades and recommendations

•	 Offers a valid predictor of graduate school performance, as confirmed by a recent independent study using 

82,000 graduate students and over 1,700 studies containing validity data for GRE tests 

Convenient and cost-effective
•	 Extensive worldwide test center network allows easy access to testing

•	 Price per test is substantially less than many other graduate admissions tests

•	 The GRE Program provides assistance with the test fee to individuals with a demonstrated financial need

•	 Free test preparation software is available to all test registrants to assist them in performing their best on the test

•	 Test takers can send scores to up to four graduate institutions at no extra cost

For more information
To get the most up-to-date information about the GRE General Test,  

please visit www.ets.org/gre or contact an ETS representative  

at (609) 683-2002 or gretests@ets.org. 

How can you tell who’s right  
for your graduate program?
Assess ability and predict performance with the GRE® General Test.



How does the GRE® General Test  
compare with the GMAT® Exam? 

GRE® General Test GMAT®* Exam

Test Access •	Available in 165 countries worldwide.  •	Available in 95 countries worldwide. 

Test Format •	The test is offered as a computer-based test  
in the U.S., Canada and many other countries. 

•	The test is also offered as a paper-based test in  
regions of the world where computer-based  
testing is not available.

•	The test is offered as a computer-based test  
in all testing locations.  

Test Fee •	Domestic: $140; International: $170
•	$15 for each additional score report

•	$250 worldwide
•	$28 for each additional score report

Testing Time Approximately 3 hours and 15 minutes, 
including breaks

Approximately 4 hours, including breaks

Test  
Availability

•	Given year-round. 
•	Appointments scheduled on first-come,  

first-served basis.

•	Given year-round. 
•	Appointments scheduled on first-come,  

first-served basis.

Test  
Structure 

Scores and 
Score  

Reporting

•	Test Structure:
-	 Verbal (V) – multiple-choice section
-	 Quantitative (Q) – multiple-choice section
-	 Analytical Writing (AW) – two writing tasks

•	Scores reported on each individual measure  
(V, Q and AW).  

•	Scores on computer-based test reported within 
10-15 calendar days of testing. 

•	Test Structure:
-	 Verbal (V) – multiple-choice section
-	 Quantitative (Q) – multiple-choice section
-	 Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) – two  

writing tasks
•	Scores are reported on each individual  

measure (V, Q and AWA), plus a Total Score 
(V+Q) is reported.

•	Scores reported within 20 calendar days of testing.

* Source: www.mba.com

For more information about the GRE® General Test or to find out how your program  

can receive GRE scores, contact the GRE Academic Help Line at 

609-683-2002 or gretests@ets.org.
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